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Abstract

This paper investigates how activists realize the prefiguration in the their occupy places, alternative
spaces and sharing housings. Recently, scholars have shown increasing interest in the political
commitment and interest in Japan and some researches made clear that Japanese young generation
have very little interest in politics and social movements. Moreover, the aversion to social movements
among Japanese youth is particularly pronounced.

This study focuses on activists’ lifestyle practices on the place-based movements because sharing
houses, alternative spaces and occupy housings enable them to prefigure processes such as choosing
meals, playing games and communication with others. This study focuses on the collation between
the activists’ lifestyles and commitment to social movements in Germany and Japan. The paper uses
the concept of prefiguration while focusing on the lifestyle movement that is practiced by Japanese
and German activists. Analyzing the interviews of protesters who live and stay in the sharing house
and the activist place, this paper argues that activists embody and experiment with their vision of an
alternative world, but their styles of practices are clearly different. In both Germany and Japan, the
practices of the place-based lifestyle movement shows an important difference of movement and

society.
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