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Abstract

The term “Risograph” refers to both a stencil duplicator developed by the Japanese company RISO
Kagaku Corporation and the prints made with it. This paper explores Risograph's emergence as a
new art medium among young people in Germany and Japan. Examining why Risograph has
resonated with today's youth leads to an inquiry into what they seek in art. Drawing insights from the
activities and statements of Risograph artists in Germany, this paper scrutinizes three perspectives:
the constraint of limited ink colors, the ease and imperfection of duplication, and the alignment with
ecological concerns. Despite its origins as an office tool, Risograph's constraints intrigue artists,
while its simplicity resonates with the democratic principles of contemporary art. This paper
underscores Risograph's unique appeal, positioned at the intersection of artistic innovation,

accessibility, and environmental consciousness.
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