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Changes in the Reception of Takarazuka in Germany

: From "Kabuki" to Subculture and Queer Culture

MATSUMOTO Toshiki
Part-time lecturer at Osaka College of Music

Abstract

The Takarazuka Revue (hereinafter called “Takarazuka™) toured Germany twice during its
110-year history.

At the time of the 1938 performance, Takarazuka was recognised as Kabuki in Germany, but

this was not due to any misunderstanding on the German side, but because Takarazuka's founder,
Kobayashi Ichizo, was trying to perfect Takarazuka as an improved Kabuki with Western music, and
also performed Japanese dance and Kabuki with Western music in Germany.

The German interest in Takarazuka's strict system and stoicism during the 2000 performances
was also an image that Takarazuka was spontaneously transmitting in order to differentiate itself in
contemporary society.

Nowadays, Takarazuka is also received in Germany from the direction of subculture and queer
culture. For the mass-culture-oriented, heterosexual supremacist Takarazuka, this is a 'deviation', but
Takarazuka's reception as a subculture and queer culture is also taking place in Japan and other
Asian countries, and there is no divergence from them.

Takarazuka reception in Germany has always been strongly influenced by official Takarazuka

transmissions and correlated with the Japanese fandom movement.
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