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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify from the perspective of environmental history why drinking
hot spring water culture has developed into a tourist resource in Germany and why it has not
developed in Japan. In Germany, bathing in a hot spring is not so much an act of taking a bath as it is
an act of drinking hot spring water for health purposes. On the other hand, very few people in Japan
drink hot spring water. How did such a difference in development come about over the same hot
spring water?

The findings of this study are as follows: Two aspects that support the drinking hot spring water in
Germany is (1) The national and institutional aspects that positioned hot spring water (Heilwasser)
as a medicine, (2) Social acceptance of hot spring water as a medicine (cultural aspect). Compared to
Germany, the position of hot spring water in Japan is not as clear in terms of laws and systems.
However, it is not only the institutional aspect that is the problem. The social acceptance of hot
spring water is low. There are two main differences between the drinking hot spring water culture in
Japan and Germany: institutional aspects and social acceptance, both of which interact with each
other. The direction of Japan's drinking hot spring water culture could be to expand the use of hot
spring water in local cuisine. This may have the potential to develop in a unique way different from

Germany.
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