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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to compare Japanese and German lifestyles using analog games as a
hook, and to explore the potential of analog games for face-to-face communication, which is at stake
due to the disaster of COVID-19. As a key concept for this purpose, I connect "Gemiitlich," which
frequently appears in German cultural theory, with the Third Place Theory and classics of Ludology,
and emphasize the importance of a place that is not limited by social attributes.

Analog games will contribute to the dissolution of the sense of entrapment caused by the increase in
"home time" due to the disaster of COVID-19, as well as to the construction of a third place,
centered on face-to-face communication, in the post COVID-19 era after the restrictions on going
out have been lifted. Analog games are a suitable genre for gatherings full of "playfulness," rather

than the creation of vague public spaces.
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