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Ambiguity and Beauty: Japan—Germany Cross Cultural Comparison

on Aesthetic Evaluation of Haiku Poetry

Jimpei Hitsuwari
Graduate School of Education, Kyoto University
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

Abstract
Ambiguity was decomposed into ambiguity of meaning and ambiguity of emotion, and their effects
on the aesthetic evaluation of haiku were examined for Japanese and German speakers. 450 Japanese
and 373 German speakers were analyzed. The online experiment consisted of two parts: one part for
evaluating haiku and the other for answering questions on personality traits. Participants rated one
haiku on 10 characteristics, including the degree to which they felt beauty, ambiguity of meaning,
awe, and nostalgia. The results showed that as ambiguity of meaning increased, the aesthetic
evaluation of haiku decreased, but this tendency was greater for German speakers than for Japanese,
and this cultural difference could be explained by the high-low context society. As a measure of
ambiguity of emotion, we focused on the higher-order emotions of awe and nostalgia, which
encompass both positive and negative emotions, and the more we felt these emotions, the higher the
aesthetic evaluation of haiku. Ambiguity, one of the characteristics of haiku known as "the beauty of
silence,” was found to be an important predictor of aesthetic evaluation, and at the same time, there

were cultural differences in this relationship.
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Random effects

Groups Name Variance SD
ID (Intercept) 94.74 9.73
haikulD (Intercept) 47.89 6.92
Residual 393.62 19.84
Number of obs 18929.00
groups ID 823.00
haiku ID 61.00

Fixed effects

Estimate SE df t value p value
(Intercept) 55.51 .96 79.45 57.75 <2e-16 **
Ambiguity -23 .01 18120.00 -38.67 <2e-16 **
Culture .52 74 821.90 .70 49
AmbiguityxCulture -.08 .01 18120.00 -7.01 .00 **
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Youth Language and the Internet: New Right Tendencies in Social

Media (Twitter) in Japan and Germany

Tamara Fuchs
Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Niirnberg

Chair of Japanese Studies I
Abstract

Social media has become one of the most important indicators of language development, especially
for young people, and is gradually becoming a political platform. This study analyzes the linguistic
differences and similarities among young people on Twitter who are on the political right spectrum
and discusses the special attitudes of young people implied therein. Using two different research
approaches, this study firstly examines the collocations of youth words in two large Twitter corpora
in German as well in Japanese in order to find correlations to new right movements. The second,
qualitative approach, looks closely at profiles of young people on Twitter, who identify with the
right-wing according to their profile information. The study aims to analyze their language use and

to point out similarities and differences between the German and the Japanese tweets.
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Discourse and Material Video Game Culture in Japan and Germany

Akito Inoue

Full-time Lecturer, College of Image Arts and Sciences, Ritsumeikan University

Abstract

A closer look at the actual reception of video games as a global culture reveals significant
differences between Japan, Germany, the U.K., China, and other regions. This paper focuses on the
discourse and material of games in Japan and Germany in particular to show the multidimensional

status of video games as a global culture.
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A Comparative Study of Analog Games and Young People’s

Participation in Games in Japan and Germany: With a Clue from the
Third Place Theory
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to compare Japanese and German lifestyles using analog games as a
hook, and to explore the potential of analog games for face-to-face communication, which is at stake
due to the disaster of COVID-19. As a key concept for this purpose, I connect "Gemiitlich," which
frequently appears in German cultural theory, with the Third Place Theory and classics of Ludology,
and emphasize the importance of a place that is not limited by social attributes.

Analog games will contribute to the dissolution of the sense of entrapment caused by the increase in
"home time" due to the disaster of COVID-19, as well as to the construction of a third place,
centered on face-to-face communication, in the post COVID-19 era after the restrictions on going
out have been lifted. Analog games are a suitable genre for gatherings full of "playfulness," rather

than the creation of vague public spaces.
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The Acceptance of Haruki Murakami literature in the Chinese and
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Abstract

This study focuses on the online community in Germany and China which is functioning as a base of
modern youth culture. Haruki Murakami literature is recognized as "world literature" that has swept
the East Asian and Western regions. However, the boom of Haruki Murakami Literary among the
young people is deeply intertwined with information socialization and globalization. They influences
the way in which young people accept and recreate Haruki Murakami literature on online
communities as both consumers and producers of culture. Based on this prerequisite, this study aims
to investigate the logic and differences of Haruki Murakami's popularity among young people

overseas.
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O— k= | s | sc—o Sk [=m= >k
=1Q84 25 4.19% ~1Qsa 373 s.96%
‘E‘;’ 13 >.189% *Norwegian_wood 399 6.27%
- *Kafka_on_the_shore 533 8.519%
* 1973589 TFER 6 1.019%6 =Asver Dark 14z 2.o70e
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a0 6263
S o — N o
X[2) 77 4Da—574 7
Result: Result:
n s 2a|ea | === | 3accard MEr e P [= [3accara
148f8L Adj 3 (0.005) 2 (0.080) 0.0769 1 first Adj 349 (0.056) 47 (0.126) 0.0696
sve g1y 5 2 favorite Adj 217 (0.035) 36 (0.097) 0.0650
2= ] 4 (D007) 2 (0:080). 0.0741 3 good Adj 358 (0.057) 30 (0.080) 0.0428
3 —3%63 Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 4 great Adj 208 (0.033) 22 (0.059) 0.0394
4 {82 33 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 5 second Adj 92 (0.015) 17 (0.046) 0.0379
S UETE 3 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 6 best Adj 180 (0.029) 20 (0.054) 0.0375
6 % 13 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 7 different Adj 161 (0.026) 19 (0.051) 0.0369
7%h# Adi 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 R Ay S9H0I6) 16(004a) 6351
8 . 23 1 (0.002) 1 (O 0.0400 9 amazing Adj 92 (0.015) 14 (0.038) 0.0210
== . L0 ) X {0-090) N 10 hard Adj 139 (0.022) 14 (0.038) 0.0281
97= Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 11 many Adj 124 (0.020) 13 (0.035) 0.0269
10 355 Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 12 next Adj 89 (0.014) 12 (0.032) 0.0267
11 58 Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 13 short Adj 217 (0.035) 15 (0.040) 0.0261
12 48T Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 14 long Adj 64 (0.010) 11 (0.029) 0.02S58
13 =47 Adi 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 15 shorter Adj 26 (0.004) 10 (0.027) 0.0257
° . ’ 16 little Adj 85 (0.014) 10 (0.027) 0.0223
e == 3 1 (0.002) 1 (0.040) 0.0400 17 wrong Adj 44 (0.007) 9 (0.024) 0.0221
1SFRR 1D 2 (0.003) 1 (0.040) 0.0385 18 personal Adj 45 (0.007) © (0.024) 0.0220
16 B 33 6 (0.010) 1 (0.040) 0.0333 19 similar Adj 94 (0.015) 10 (0.027) 0.0219
- =
X3 T1Q84s X7 2 FFf
Result: Result:
nN s mm[=e [=2= | 3accara ~ | smezzs [zaze [zz= [3accara
1 EsE Adj 2 (0.003) 2 (0.105) 0.1053 1 first Adj 349 (0.056) 51 (0.128) 0.0732
2 5 Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.053) 0.0526 2 different Adj 161 (0.026) 28 (0.070) 0.0526
3. 33 1 (0.002) 1 (0.053) 0.0526 3 good Adj 358 (0.057) 35S (0.088) 0.0485
atgps 1 1 (0.002) 1 (0.053) 0.0526 :f""‘;'f:; ::;' 2;; gg'gi:; :z 52'063; g':;:‘;z
s i@ Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.053) 0.0526 e i e i
: 6 similar Adj 94 (0.01S) 16 (0.040) 0.0335
iy Ad]_ L(0-002) 1:(0:053) 00526 7 hard Adj 139 (0.022) 17 (0.043) 0.0326
7 A== s ponuns) Eoua53) rosso 8 great Adj 208 (0.033) 18 (0.045) 0.0306
8 FEEE Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.053) 0.0526 o colorless Adi 56 (0.009) 13 (0.033) 0.0294
oW Adj 1 (0.002) 1 (0.053) 0.0526 10 best Adj 180 (0.029) 16 (0.040) 0.0284
104 13 1 (0.002) 1 (0.053) 0.0526 11 real Adj 72 (0.011) 12 (0.030) 0.0261
11 EB Adj 2 (0.003) 1 (0.053) 0.0500 12 last Adi 99 (0.016) 12 (0.030) 0.0247
12 85 33 2 (0.003) 1 (0.053) 0.0500 13 beautiful Adj 113 (0.018) 12 (0.030) 0.0240
1z ;e 22 2 (0.003) 1 (0.053) 0.0500 14 wrong Adj 44 (0.007) 10 (0.025) 0.0231
14 i Adj 3 (0.005) 1 (0.053) 0.0476 15 much Adj 136 (0.022) 12 (0.030) 0.0229
1S 23 33 3 (0.005) 1 (0.053) 0.0476 16 least Adj 83 (0.013) 10 (0.025) 0.0212
16 i Adj 8 (0.013) 1 (0.053) 0.0385S 17 surreal Adj 46 (0.007) 9 (0.023) 0.0206
17 6F8 Adj 15 (0.025) 1 (0.053) 0.0303 :: :'_“’"V Adj 12‘5‘ gg'gi‘:; 12 22'222 g-g:z:
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An Environmental Historical Study of

Drinking Hot Spring Water Culture in Germany and Japan
Takehito Noda

Associate Professor, Faculty of Social Policy and Administration, Hosei University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify from the perspective of environmental history why drinking
hot spring water culture has developed into a tourist resource in Germany and why it has not
developed in Japan. In Germany, bathing in a hot spring is not so much an act of taking a bath as it is
an act of drinking hot spring water for health purposes. On the other hand, very few people in Japan
drink hot spring water. How did such a difference in development come about over the same hot
spring water?

The findings of this study are as follows: Two aspects that support the drinking hot spring water in
Germany is (1) The national and institutional aspects that positioned hot spring water (Heilwasser)
as a medicine, (2) Social acceptance of hot spring water as a medicine (cultural aspect). Compared to
Germany, the position of hot spring water in Japan is not as clear in terms of laws and systems.
However, it is not only the institutional aspect that is the problem. The social acceptance of hot
spring water is low. There are two main differences between the drinking hot spring water culture in
Japan and Germany: institutional aspects and social acceptance, both of which interact with each
other. The direction of Japan's drinking hot spring water culture could be to expand the use of hot
spring water in local cuisine. This may have the potential to develop in a unique way different from

Germany.
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